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BOOK NOTES 
The Arbitrary Indian: The Indian Arts and Crafts 
Act of 1990. By Gail K. Sheffield. Norman: 
University of Oklahoma Press, 1997. Appen-
dices, notes, bibliography, index. viii + 223 
pp. $27.50. 
Gail Sheffield demonstrates the nature and 
extent of the controversy generated by the 
act, citing the disparate opinions of affected 
American Indians in the arts and crafts indus-
try. The act has raised such issues as Native 
American sovereignty, Indian self-identifi-
cation, "authenticity" of Indian art, suppres-
sion of free expression, and personal versus 
cultural rights. Sheffield's analysis of the act 
reveals its historical, legal, and social implica-
tions while exposing its fundamental flaws. 
* * * 
Doc Holliday: A Family Portrait. By Karen 
Holliday Tanner. Foreward by Robert K. 
DeArment. Norman: University of Oklahoma 
Press, 1998. Illustrations, maps, charts, appen-
dix, notes, bibliography, index. xxx + 338 pp. 
$28.95. 
A cousin of Doc Holliday, Karen Holliday 
Tanner reveals the man behind the legend. 
Shedding light on Holliday's early years in a 
prominent Georgia family during the Civil 
War and Reconstruction, she examines the 
elements that shaped his destiny: his birth 
defect, the death of his mother and estrange-
ment from his father, and the diagnosis of tu-
berculosis, which led to his journey west. The 
influence of Holliday's genteel upbringing 
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never disappeared, but was increasingly over-
shadowed by his emerging western personal-
ity. Tanner documents the story of his 
friendship with the Earp brothers, and the 
shootout at the O.K. Corral and its aftermath. 
* * * 
McKinney Falls: The Ranch Home of Thomas F. 
McKinney, Pioneer Texas Entrepreneur. By 
Margaret Swett Henson. Austin: Texas State 
Historical Association, 1999. Illustrations, 
notes. 48 pp. $7.95 paper. 
Thomas Freeman McKinney, a Texas 
rancher and entrepreneur, established his 
ranch in what is now McKinney Falls State 
Park near Austin. Henson examines the his-
tory of the ranch and McKinney's venture-
some life as a frontiersman and entrepreneur. 
* * * 
Guide to Nebraska Authors. By Gerry Cox and 
Carol MacDaniels. Photographs by Chris 
Helzer. Lincoln: Dageforde Publishing, 1998. 
Photographs, index. x + 271 pp. $16.98 paper. 
The Guide provides brief biographical 
sketches of over 700 Nebraska authors-
those who have published and those seeking 
publication. The authors listed have written 
on topics ranging from history to religion, 
from literature to biology. This is not a work 
of criticism: it does not imply that the writ-
ers listed are more worthy than those who 
are not. In addition the Guide offers some 
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publication history for a small number of the 
authors associated with Nebraska to help read-
ers become better acquainted with them. 
* * * 
First Peoples, First Contacts: Native People of 
North America. By J. c. H. King. Cambridge: 
Harvard University Press, 1999. Photographs, 
maps, bibliography and further reading, in-
dex. 288 pp. $24.95. 
Going back 12,000 years to the nomadic 
big-game hunters who first arrived in North 
America, King describes the vibrancy, breadth, 
and diversity of North American Native cul-
tures. This book is at once a history of these 
cultures and a celebration of their variety. 
Maps and photographs add to the historical 
testimony and anecdotes. 
* * * 
American Indian Literature and the Southwest: 
Contexts and Dipositions. By Eric Gary Ander-
son. Austin: University of Texas Press, 1999. 
Illustrations, notes, works cited, index. xii + 
225 pp. $35.00 cloth, $17.95 paper. 
Culture-to-culture encounters between 
"natives" and "aliens" have gone on for centu-
ries in the American Southwest-among 
American Indian tribes, between Native 
Americans and Euro-Americans, and even, 
according to some, between humans and ex-
tra terrestrials at Roswell, New Mexico. 
Drawing on novels, films, paintings, comic 
strips, and historical studies, this book ex-
plores the Southwest as both a real and a cul-
turally constructed site of migration and 
encounter, in which the very identities of 
"alien" and "native" shift with each act of 
travel. 
* * * 
Lewis & Clark: A Photographic Journey. By Bill 
and Jan Moeller. Missoula: Mountain Press 
Publishing Company, 1999. Photographs, bib-
liography, index. vii + 107 pp. $18.00 paper. 
In 1804, Meriwether Lewis and William 
Clark began the journey to locate a North-
west Passage that would take them two years, 
four months, and ten days and cover eight 
thousand miles. Bill and Jan Moeller's photo-
graphs and text follow the Corps of discovery 
as it travels the lengths of the Missouri and 
Columbia Rivers. With photographs of each 
location as Lewis and Clark would have seen 
it, quotes from the explorers' journals, and 
researched text, the Moellers have compiled a 
look at the heart of the country through which 
Lewis and Clark traveled. 
